Background information and data dictionary

These data reflect criminal incidents recorded by the NSW Police Force on their Computerised Operational Policing System (COPS). Criminal incidents can be either reported to police or detected by police through pro-active activity.  This dataset has been compiled by the NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research from a quarterly COPS download receives from the NSW Police Force. 

The data file contains incidents reported between January 2013 and March 2016 where the incident occurred at an outdoor or public place (including parks, streets, footpaths) within the Sydney Local Government Area for the following offence categories:

· Non-domestic violence related assault;

· Robbery;

· Graffiti;

· Steal from motor vehicle;

· Motor vehicle theft;

· Possession and/or use of amphetamines;

· Possession and/or use of cannabis;

· Possession and/or use of cocaine;

· Possession and/or use of ecstasy;

· Possession and/or use of narcotics; and

· Possession and/or use of other drugs.

Robbery is divided into 3 categories:

· Robbery with a firearm;

· Robbery with a weapon that isn’t a firearm; and

· Robbery without a weapon.

The list of included fields and an explanation about the data is below:

· Bcsrgrp: top level offence category
· Bcsrcat: BOCSAR offence category

· Lganame: Sydney Local Government Area

· Locsurb: suburb where the incident occurred
· Locprmc1: premises type where the incident occurred. The data has been restricted to outdoor/public places

· Locpcode: postcode where the incident occurred

· Bcsrglat and bcsrgclng: the coordinates of the location of the incident, in GDA94

· Bcsrgccde: accuracy of the coordinates (description of the accuracy codes below). 

· Incyear: the year the incident occurred in

· Incmonth: the month the event occurred in

· Incday: the day of the week the incident occurred on

· Incsttm: the start of the time window when the incident could have occurred in (for offences like steal from motor vehicle where the victim isn’t present the exact time may not be known). This is used as a proxy for the time the incident occurred

· Eventyr: the year when the incident was reported to police, sometimes there is a delay in reporting so the incident year and the event year can differ

· Eventmth: the month when the event was reported

· Poisex: the gender of the person of interest (POI). There is only a value where the police identified a POI. The values can be F (female), M (male), O (organisation) and U (unknown)

· Poi_age: the age of the person of interest at the time of the incident
The description of each of the accuracy codes is:

· Address: a fairly precise location was found
· Intersect: the police provided an intersection location where the incident occurred or close to the location where the incident occurred

· Landmark: the incident occurred for example in Hyde Park and has been geocoded to the landmark location
· Street: the incident was geocoded to a location along the street as no precise address could be identified
· Suburb: the incident was geocoded to the suburb centroid

· Postcode: the incident was geocoded to the postcode centroid. 
POI is a person of interest. Persons of interest (POIs) are suspected offenders recorded by police in connection with a criminal incident. Where there is no information, there was no POI identified for that incident.
